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Department of Anatomy, University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario, Canada (Received 5th May 1970) In a previous study, the effect of delayed fertilization of ova on the chromosome complement of 6-day blastocysts was investigated (Shaver & Carr, 1969 To determine whether increased levels of gonadotrophin administered during the time when the first polar spindle of the ovum is forming would adversely affect the chromosome complement, three rabbits were injected with 75 i.u. hcg 4 hr after mating. According to Pincus & Enzmann (1935) , this is the time when the nuclear membrane has disappeared and the tetrads have formed in the rabbit ovum. No chromosomal abnormalities were found among twenty-one blastocysts examined from these rabbits.
Excess hcg has been reported to affect capacitation of spermatozoa in rabbits (Soupart, 1967; Wettemann & Hafs, 1970) and to lead to a higher incidence of abnormalities in the zona pellucida of the ovum of the baboon (Katzberg & Hendrickx, 1966) . On the other hand, Bedford (1970) 
